compiny called Elon orginally
Iu.unrlml the Epterprise in 1083,
At the time L was thaught to be
thir groatest thing o happen b bomas
oampiiting minoe the invention of Uhe
microchip. Unfortunately, the msching
didn't materialise when promised and
only . now,  after the  company has
changed its nime three times wnd the
projecies] price of the computer been
rucrensed, in il st to materinlise in high
street shops
AL the origginal price of L1995 the
Enterprisecompletely wiped the oppos|-
tiom mway. However, now thal misi
other manufacturers have lvworod their
prices, the shouts of joy Trom eager
ruElamers mml praiss from the computer
press huve been repleced by o -1|I1|-|_|
shlenee nnd U el d comment of " Why are
wostill waiting™

First impressions
Well, it's cortainly diffrent. With its
hiliick caimir, Fedd, giroed aind blise i il

extromely futuristic sty ling the Enter-
i | olos ns thauggh itought Lo be ander
thicnmiral ol h Woakie on Use ight deck
ol the Millentism Faleon rather than on
the dining table of & computer buff

e o L (T st Lhiim s you nolicn shaut
thismachine (s the buailt-in joystick thot
s sbtuanted st the right-hond side of the
lorrrbsomrd, IU's ity thist mare machines
thon't hava this frature s i certminly lsa
groad plus. Gumes progrome can make
wse of it without having W give a
koyhoard option, business and profes-
slonal programs enn use it to move the
curmor proynd (he sercen. 1L sknply
muskiss lile much casder

Ekght function keveame sitanted ot the
il the fevhosirid. This iy il W i
b mpny il wihen voui realise Dhat Doy
enn by assd togother with the Shifl,
Combrd and Al Koyw, thsioro o setunlly
A avallable, The anly problem withthis
i retma i kg whieh ki (8 assigned 1o
which Nuncilinn

Tomnks like p itte sasior there m an

ari abave the keys for an overiay
Unfortunately, the overluy  suppliod
with the machine oily has two al the
furictborms on eanch koy muirked as there
nimply isn't enouych roam for the othens

Moving mround the rear al the
minching rovoals the seekets thal oone
nect 1o the oulside workd and non ol
them are standand. Obwiously, i vou
want et e Usecost 6l a predudt vou
eut downon U number ol sockets on the
ronr. Sinclair did this by making  the
Spectrum's conmectar thie wlge af the
eireuit board — Enterprise has wdaopted
the sams method. Kumerous seckets pre
avaikable yit the rear bul these are all
wel o comnectors

Sockeis wre provided fur veo eontpol
lers ossbieks?s, printer aml viden, The
eamsiriie sockets arn af Uhe 3 Amim type
fimimed sny pesrsoninl stirves. |1 you ciinneet
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| vour hesdphones or hi-fi to the one
marked ‘out’ the sound from the Enter-
prisn will be peplayed in glorious stareo.
Bath the left and right-hand abdes of
the maching hove connectors. On the
right is the expnnaion bus which will be
| osed b comnect the Enterprise to disk
| drives, stewhen they appear. Judging by
| the amaunt of time it took for the
| machine to moke on sppearnnce we
could be waiting n wvery long bime
Around the beft-hinnd side ol the machine
| in the cartridge slot. The machine has no
| Basic built in nnd n cartridge i sopplied
| Torinsartion into thissecket. When lor if)
| any other longuages become avniluble
| youwill be able to insert them instead of
| the Basie, thereby saving waluable
| RAM
Exnmining the keyboard more chosely
shows it is oxactly the sama typoe 58 the

Thea Baiie plisgs i 1o the cartridgs slod, The secand
oomwctar b the Epanien bin eher e
perigheral plug in

malch eritbelsed koybanrd on th Binclair
QL. Unlike the QL keyhoard, this one is
sctually quite good to use, even if the
first touch doss make you cringe
Though the keys hawve a spongy fool,
there in nn option to have o click sound
eminate from the bullt-in lowl speaker
{and headphones i connected) 8o that
you can tell when you have pressed
key. This fnctlity makes it much ensier to
touch type

The joystick tw the right of the
heyboard works on the snme membrane
prineiple us the keyboard. When you
move the joystick o the left it pushes
dovwm on the rabber mat. However, the
joystick hos no feel to |4 and is rather
reminiscent of the old Atari type, the
anes you eoubdn’t tell if you hnd made n
condact with. But with this emodel,
whenever you move the joystick n click
omanates from the spenker.

First impression of the Basic is that it
Inextremely long-winded. Most vorsions
al Basic now uee nhlirrviations for their
comumnand words. Enterprise, however,
has gone back o few yoars and just as
with Cobaol, everything has to be typed
oul in full — c1s has bean neplsced with
cresn senEEs. This does have one good
thing going for i — programs are
extremely rendable. There is no mention
of ahbrevintions inthe manual, Even the

] Commaodors and BBC whose Basics
| aren't anywhere noar an long-winded
allow abbreviations of the keywords (o
be entered, so why not the Enterprise?

Documentation

This cortainly fills a long way short of
perfection. A quick glance through the
224 pages is onough Lo put even the mest
il eomputer huff oM using 1t My
foeling is that it is writton for people
with o master's degrees in nstro physics
eather than o computer noviee
Yin, the manusl doos nttempt to teach
vou how to use the machine, it just
doesn't da it very well. The information
in in there somewhere but finding it is
another matter. For example, the sec.
tion that deals with graphics could do
with n tabie thot tolls you the numboer of
coleurs and the resolution of each modo

are you going to use the word processor
Tor?

In use

For a start, the power supply produces a
wvery loud nzzing sound. | ean only hope
thut this was the tranaformer suppliod
with my machine and ts not gobng to be o
comimon problem

Pawer up greots you with the name
Enterprise flashing in multi-calour
characters on the sereen. Unfortunnte-
ly, on my Fidelity portable TV which
works parfectly well with every other
computer the calour premptly dis-
npponred nover to return. The TV still
works with ether computers in colour, A
second TY pr!wl:d'l.n’lwm‘k perfectly with
the computer and the picture and eolours
nre extromely clear

Ernterprise boasia 256 different col-

ARDWARE PRO-TEST: ENTERPRISE
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loaud in guing okay, if the red block |s lit
your enssptte volume needs to be ad-
Jjusted, The manual says that an ocea-
asonnl Mash of the red bar s all right; in
fuxt [ foand this to bo the best level for
loading programa

Ope feature that has been hyped up
about the Enterprise ks the provision of
no fewer than four soumnd voices and o
steren sound fucility. | was surprised to
fird that mo sowund is cutput throwgh the
TV speaker, instead a sponker is buill
inte the mochine. This gives n sound
quality more reminiscent of the beeper
an the Spectrum than a four chanmel

Instesd this information is buried with-
Im tha teart,

Anyone who wishes to use the Entor-
prime with machine code can simply
forget it A grand total of three pages is
given over to thin subject amd all this
does b8 explain how Lo reserve memory
for your program and how to call your
roistine, Modouht same bright spark will
make guite n bitof money by producing s
Beginnet's guide to machine eode on the
Enterprise. To be a little fairer to
Enterprise, thers is a section at the hack
of the book that lists all the available
eommands and thelr functions. 17 you
con nlrendy program on nnather comgi-
ter it is probably advisabhle to read this
poction rather than the front of the
manual, only moving further back il
something is nol clear.

Fornmachine thot hasa largearray of
cunnectors there {ione groat omission —
adescription ol Lhe connectors. Nowhare
inthe mamanl eould | find how toconnect
n printer, external joystick or monitor
Nice one Enterprise, everyone will have
ti buy thiekr leads from yoa

A word processor is supplied on ROM
and pchapter is included which explaina
its functions. The following chaptor
deseribos the function keys that con bo
used with (1. But if you aren't glven the
pin out for the printer connector, what

ours on the machine, Cbviously it s ned
pum.hlu o gt overy colour totelly
different amd most of them are simply
different shodes of hlue, red ote. Thia is
extremely useful when producing games
mndl pictures because by using the
nhnding carefully you can crente the
illusion of depih.

A demonstration cassetis is supplied
with the machine and this will probably
be the frut thing that new owners look
at. According to the description there
should have boen nomerous sound,
graphic and program examples on it In
fact 1 conidd only load a eouple of the
programs and the anly way | could hear
anything on the second side of the
cmsseiie was o replace the cansettn in my
hi-fi wnd then turn the velumes up full
Somipwhere along the line something
went wrong with the duplication. How
muny people are going to get dull tapes
this yenr?

My first renction to the non-
functioning cnssstie wis Lo assume that
it wna cotsed by 8 bad cassedte interface.
Saving nnd |osding my ovwn progrims on
10 enssntie soon proved this to be untrue
as it worked very well. One extremily
niee touch s the level moter which
appears at the top of the screen when
laniting. This conslata of o green and red
bock. When the green hlock is Lit the
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eynthesizer
Theanly way to get decent sownd out of
it 8 to plug the output into your hi-fi
Here, agnin, 1 got into problems. Tha
wlored sound output s present an the
eassotin output socket. This means that
i vou wish to ssve prograsms and listen to
the sound you will have o keep swap-
pingtheplugast therearofthe machine
Unlike some other versions of Basic
the one on the Enterprise does have
eommunds to contral senend output from
the machine, As previously mentioned,
the Basic is long-winded and the sound
siatement takes the form:
SOUNT PO no., WEer leftvol ey
rightval,pumaTon  length, Esveiors
sk F, S RCE Yoleshn, 57 HC VOice
Theugh it would hove made marn sonse
I it eouabd b abbeuviated, it does make s
change to hnve n Basic that gives a
sintemont for all availoble fanctions
without having to rely on pokes
Commands tocantrol the graphics ame
alse i abundanee. There are separato
commards for setling the u.'r::phl.cu
mede, choosing the eolours you wish to
usn and plotting o range of different
nhapes. Logo style commands are pre-
sent for those wanting to draw lines
Thess arn PLOT ANOLE, FLOT FORWAND,
FLOT BACE, PLOT 3GHT and PLoT Lo
These are extremely useful for drnwing
aes nned grapha, rLom rais isnsed tofill
in arcas of the sereon while the RGH
commands allow you to select which
quantities of red, green and blue o
spocific colour number i guing o be
made af This sommand has stranges
rameters as full red, green and blue is
il (1,1,17 and il vou want to use any
less the numbers should be leas than one.
Sarely it would have hesn caier o work
in hundreds so that you could bul 1d upa

Ao i okt kawe mare standend comneciors and ) e sl is gven i e semual

green amd 40 per cont blue

Probably the grentest omission an the
graphics side of the maching issprites. A
maching with such stuRning graphic
Encilities should have come with nt least
vight sprites to make gnmes progrom
ming much ensier,

The Enterprise {8 actually m nice
machine for programming on. Line
syntax is checked whenever a key is
prosssd s you don’t hove to wait until a
program (s run before you find you've
maile an error, Correcthon of & line is
made very simple by the inclusion of a
full sereon editor undor contrul of the
Jevstick. IF an error |s present on s line
you simply zip the cursor up to the
offending error, insert or delebe using
the keys to the top right of the key board
andl thare hit Return, Unfortunstely, yoo
have to press Hoturn o correct thae line
and if vou don't the changes will mat bie
mande. [fthe corrections were made to the
line stored in memory while you wers
wditing, it would b o lof saber to use. It
inguite cosy to forget to pross the Boturmn
key If you are correcting & number al

mes.

The joystick is alsn used for editing o
document when you enter the word
processor, Entry to this is made by
typing tha word Tecr, but thiserases any
progrume that are held in memary, Cn
entry the word processor (s in 40-column
i, This s ensy Loreod and isprobably
the only woy to nse the program ona TV
set. Oni of the fanction keys will switch
the program into 8l-column mode. This
Inn't very elear an a T bt na doulbe will
be rendshble on a manttor

Mot of the functions that you would
expoect [rom a basic word procossar are
thore, Mearly o]l of the commands are
available from the function keys. To
make life sasier for you the names of the
commanids given Lo each koy are ot the
top il baitom of the screen. Onee you

SPECIFICATIONS

bR

ek awed Eo using the word procossor you
can remove these so thal vou can see
e Loxt,

There are & enuplis of major gripes
about the program. Thi first may seema

Fitthe trivin] but is actuaily most impor- |

tant when producing documents — thers
i no provision for putting henders nnd
fuoters ory soch page of printed text. The
second problem concerns switching be-
tween 40 and B0 calumns ol text. Sinee it
inhard o read 40 colummns on s TV st it
would make senee to input the textin 40
eolumns and then switch to B0 columns
s thit you could see what your doco-
ment would leok Like on paper. Unfortu-
mitely switching between display tailes
arases all of the stared text

Chne aren whers the Enterprise wins
over some of s competitors s its
structured programming stalemenis
These inelude procedures, ir THEN
EL8E boops, ote, They are o great plus for
mnyona who woald like to move up to s

highor level language ot a loter dato |
anil, together with the very long Bawic |

statements, should make a program as
eany (o understand and fallow,

Verdict

A yenr ago the Enterprise would have
stood aut nea market lsador, Today, with
Sipclair, Acorn amd Coammodors and

porhaps MBX all bocoming househald |
names, it will probably have o much |
harder time making an impact. Even so |

it's nod & bad mnchine. The Basbe, for all
ita length, in extremely good amd should

prove ensy to use especinlly for the |

bejrinner.

However, il the H1|1-.'|-|-r.|r-|' I8 ging Lo be
& first computer | would wait wantil
sommadine preduced & boginner's intre
ductbon, which nodoubt they will. | don't
think I'd anve up to trent mysell o an
Enterprise, but if | hod the spare cash it
witild ba wel] worth considering |

endour of say 30 per cont red, 30 per cent
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